
Proposed Schedule

MON. TUES. WEDS. THURS. FRI.

Grades 
Pre-K-4

Everyone
in person

Everyone
in person

Everyone 
in person

Everyone 
in person

Everyone 
in person

Grades 5-12

Group A 
in person

Group B 
remote

Group A 
in person

Group B 
remote

Everyone 
remote

Group B 
in person

Group A 
remote

Group B 
in person

Group A 
remote

CTE 
Students

CTE students will be in person at BOCES every day, but will only be at NNCS 
in person on the days that their group (A/B) is assigned.

Families will have the option for 100% remote learning, following NNCS’s Expectations of 
Remote Learning Policy.

Per NYS guidelines, all students are required 
to wear a mask and practice social distancing 

while in the school building and on school 
buses, unless during a designated break time.

We look forward to welcoming back our students for the 2020-2021 school year 
in the safest way possible! We have decided to start the year by prioritizing 

in-person classes for elementary, CTE, and students with special needs.

PreK-4 classes will meet in person in classrooms which allow for social 
distancing. Classes in grades 5-12 will be divided into A and B groups, which will 
each attend classes in person 2 days a week and attend classes remotely 3 days 
a week. Students with special needs will be prioritized to attend both group A 

and B days. Masks will be required for in-person instruction.

With questions or concerns, please 
contact NNCS Superintendent 

Jamie Cruikshank: 
jcruikshank@nncsk12.org 

Norwood-Norfolk Central School
7852 NY-56, Norwood, NY 13668

(315) 353-4611
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Q: How will you be screening staff and students for COVID-19?

A: Students and staff will fill out an online questionnaire each morning that asks 
them to identify symptoms they may have. Anyone who exhibits symptoms of 

COVID-19 must stay out of the building until they have seen a health care provider.

Q: Why are elementary students attending school 
5 days a week?

A: The district recognizes childcare is essential 
and students in this age group are less adept at 
working independently. Our ultimate goal is to 
have students at all grade-levels in school 100% 

of the time.

Q: What social distancing measures will be put in place at school and on buses?

A: In the elementary school, students will be in larger classrooms with their desks 
6’ apart, or students will be broken into smaller groupings. In the middle and high 
school, only half of the student population will be on campus at the same time. MS 

and HS class sizes will generally be 10 students or less per room with desks 6’ 
apart, unless larger classrooms are available. There will be markings on the hallway 

floors to indicate 6’ distance. In the cafeteria, students will be socially distanced. 
We will utilize outside space when possible.

With questions or concerns, please 
contact NNCS Superintendent 

Jamie Cruikshank: 
jcruikshank@nncsk12.org 

Q: What will happen if there’s a suspected or positive case of COVID-19 in the school?

A: Anyone in the building who exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 will be sent home, or 
placed in an on-campus isolation room until they can be picked up to go home. We’re 

working in conjunction with the department of health to follow CDC guidelines.

Q: What if my child attends 
a BOCES special education 

program?

A: Your child will follow the 
schedule that is arranged by 

BOCES.
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Q: Will students be stuck at their 
desks all day?

A: For the most part, students will be 
assigned one desk area and the 

teachers will travel to each classroom 
when practical. However, teachers will 
ensure that students have breaks and 

can move around the room during 
lessons while maintaining social 

distancing.

Q: What technology will be available 
for remote learning?

A: Students participating in remote 
learning will be provided a 

Chromebook from the school. 
Remote learners will be required to 
attend virtual classes on the same 

schedule as in-person classes. 
Teachers will also maximize the use 
of online programs to digitally post 
announcements and assignments. 
Plus, teachers will be in frequent 
contact with students and their 
families regarding assignments.

Q: What will happen with 
athletics, clubs, music, PE, etc.?

A: Regardless of whether your 
child is participating in classes 

remotely or in-person on a given 
day, they are still eligible for 
participating in afterschool 
activities. Sports are to be 

determined by NYS Public High 
School Athletic Association. We are 

working on a plan for clubs to 
meet with a hybrid model of 
remote/in-person. We are also 

working on a plan for music and 
PE, which requires students to be 

12’ apart.

We will 
continue to 
update our 
plans as we 
know more!

Q: What sanitary measures will be put in place to keep the school and buses clean?

A: The buses and all parts of the school, including classrooms, bathrooms, cafeterias, 
hallways, etc., will be sanitized multiple times per day. Hand sanitizer will be 

provided in every classroom, plus students and staff will have scheduled times for 
mandated handwashing. Desks and supplies in classrooms may also be cleaned by 
students and sanitized by staff throughout the day. When possible, students will 

stay in the same place and will not share materials (books, markers, etc.) with 
other students.



Q: Will students who take their classes remotely need to be logged into a class 
video conference for the entire school day?

A: We are mandated to have daily instruction and attendance. We're just beginning 
to work with teachers, but our teachers are very cognizant of screen time, 

especially for younger students. The remote learning will be less computer-based 
for the younger children, and as always, our instruction will be developmentally 

appropriate for students.

Q: How will the district support families who don’t have internet or other 
necessities for remote learning?

A: We are working with the entire North Country to support access. We recognize 
this to be a problem and are working on possible solutions. So far, we don't have any 

concrete solutions--yet. But we’re working on it and expect an answer soon.

Q: Will it be possible for some students in grades 5-12 to attend in-person classes 
every day, instead of just the 2 days assigned to their cohort?

A: Ultimately, it’s our goal to have our students attend in-person 100% of the 
time.  Under the conditions set by the State Education Department and 

Department of Health, we have very few options. We designed our reopening 
plan with what we knew was possible, and although we would love to have all 

students back every day, we simply cannot do so at this time.

Space is a precious commodity, and we need to finalize more of our reopening 
plan before being able to consider bringing more students into the building full 
time. If enough students choose to take classes 100% remote, for example, this 

will allow us to consider bringing more grades/groups back full time. 

If we can meet the social distancing guidelines, other groups will be considered.  
For example, we are looking into our 5th grade being in-person 4 days/week.  We 
know that this is a very young age for a hybrid schedule. It's our desire to have 

everyone here; we just cannot do it at this time.

Q: Will there be bus monitors to ensure social distancing and mask rules?

A: We will have monitors on some, but not all buses. We’re working to reduce our 
overall student populations on the buses so that distancing can be achieved. Buses 

will be cleaned and sanitized multiple times per day.



Q: What will mask breaks look like?

A: We've discussed the duration of masking quite a bit and received a lot of guidance 
from physicians and the Department of Health. We recognize that masking is not 
comfortable, but we also must be careful whenever a child takes their masks off. 

Mask breaks will be provided only when potential for the contamination of others is 
at a minimum. 

While we know masks are uncomfortable, we have to protect our children and 
adults--some who are immunocompromised. Currently, teachers recognize signs of 
discomfort in children, such as the wiggles, and they provide a brain break, stretch, 

or physical walk. We will depend on teachers to also recognize the signs of mask 
fatigue, and for them to provide opportunities for students to safely take a break 

from wearing their masks.

Q: Will the decision we make now about our child being fully remote vs. in-person 
hold true for the rest of the school year? What if we change our mind?

A:  Families should expect to commit to remote instruction for full marking period blocks, 
approximately 10 weeks.  Families may move to remote instruction at any time. 

From our initial survey about in-person vs. remote learning, it appears that we could have 
between 20-30% of children fully remote, which is about 200-300 children. Since our 

in-person plans need to be precise in order to maintain social distancing, we must closely 
monitor our in-person enrollment.

If parents choose remote learning and change their minds after the start of the school 
year, the request to have their child return in-person will be considered with the 

understanding that the district may not be able to accommodate the request until the 
end of the 10-week mark.

Q: How will we know which A/B 
cohort our child will be in?

A: More information about this will 
be forthcoming. We cannot make the 
A/B groupings until we know which 

students elect for in-person vs. 
remote instruction. However, we 
recognize that siblings must be 

placed together. We will do 
everything we can to keep families 

on the same days.

We’ll keep you 
updated as we 
know more!
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Q: Will students be required to wear face coverings at all times?

A: For the majority of the day, students and staff will wear face coverings. During 
meal times and when given permission by staff, students may remove their masks. 

There will also be breaks built in for students to take off their masks.

With questions or concerns, please 
contact NNCS Superintendent 

Jamie Cruikshank: 
jcruikshank@nncsk12.org 

Q: How will the school enforce the use of face masks?

A: We will be working with families to enforce the use (and education) of 
appropriate face coverings.

Q: Will employees and students be 
required to supply their own face 

coverings?

A: We are asking parents to provide 
face coverings for their children. 

However, the district will provide 
face masks for anyone who needs it. 

School buses and offices will have 
supplies as needed.

Q: Why must my child wear a face 
mask at school?

A: Research shows that wearing a 
face mask significantly prevents the 
spread of COVID-19. This is a measure 
that is meant to keep our students, 
staff, families, and community safe. 
Not only does the CDC recommend 
wearing face masks, but NYS also 

requires that students and staff wear 
face masks in order to be allowed to 

host in-person classes.

Q: What will happen if my child has a medical condition that prevents them from 
wearing a mask?

A: A medical rationale for not wearing a mask must be submitted to the school 
nurse to be reviewed for consideration by the district health care director.
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